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Milo G. Coerper is stepping down from his positions of formal support of Canterbury 
Cathedral after 29 years of faithful and fruitful service. His connections with Canterbury 
go back to 1973 when his son attended the King's School there and he has returned 
almost every year since. It has been a love affair of place, heart, and spirit, one in 
which he has combined a life of law and the cloth.
 
Milo is retiring as a charter member of the Board of Trustees of FOCCUS where one of 
his major aims has been to raise money for the creation and programs of the International 
Study Centre at Canterbury Cathedral. He has been both student and teacher at the 
Centre, giving lectures during several of his many visits.
 
Before joining the FOCCUS Board, Milo was on the board of the predecessor body, 
the Canterbury Trust in America, founded in 1980. He joined that board in 1981 and within a year had become Vice 
Chairman.
 
His path to Canterbury, however, has been anything but direct. Raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as a Methodist, he went to 
the U.S. Naval Academy from which he graduated in 1946. Milo had three years at sea and, after fulfilling his service 
obligation, he set out for law school. The Korean War broke out before he could finish and he was pulled back into uniform 
for another two years. While there, he met his future wife, Wendy Hicks, a Naval Ensign at the time.
 
After the war, Milo finished law school and in 1954 the new couple moved to Washington, DC, where he took up his law 
practice with two large firms. The Coerpers purchased a farm in Clear Spring, Washington County, Maryland, where they 
attended the local Episcopal church, St. Andrew's, Clear Spring.
 
There was a problem, though. The church was losing its stipendiary priest. After taking an Education for Ministry course 
from the University of the South, Milo was ordained deacon and priest by Bishop Leighton of Maryland for limited service 
in his parish which he then served, even as he continued his law practice. When the need for non-stipendiary priests 
expanded beyond Clear Spring, Bishop Leighton ordained Milo a second time, then with full powers and authorities to 
serve the wider church. Thus, Milo holds the distinction of being ordained to the priesthood twice despite never attending 
a seminary.
 
In 1985, Milo became a volunteer chaplain at the Washington National Cathedral. He has fulfilled that role for the past 25 
years.
 
Milo Coerper describes himself as flying between two nests, that of Canterbury Cathedral and that of the Washington 
National Cathedral. The Friends of St. Benedict have helped give him the spiritual wings to do so. It's hard to think of better 
nests in which to find a home and a roost.

The Reverend Canon Matthew Corkern, a native Mississippian, is the rector of Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Mobile, Alabama. Previously, he served as Canon Residentiary at 
Christ Church Cathedral in Nashville, Tennessee, and as Associate Rector for Adult 
Education at St. John’s Episcopal Church, McLean, Virginia.

The University of  Richmond awarded Matthew a double BA in leadership studies and 
history and an MA in British history.  He received his M. Div. from Yale University. 
While in seminary, he was an intern at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, New Canaan, 
Connecticut, where, in conjunction with Berkeley Divinity School at Yale, he                  
inaugurated an annual pilgrimage to Great Britain. His pilgrimage ministry continues 
today through retreats and pilgrimages at home and abroad with specific emphasis on the Anglican Communion’s heart at 
Canterbury Cathedral.

While a committed historian, genealogist, and writer, Matthew enjoys running, sailing, and travel anywhere and                       
everywhere. He is married to Alice Coke-Corkern and they have an eleven year old son, Preston.

The Board of Trustees of FOCCUS welcomes Matthew as its newest member and is particularly grateful for his expertise in 
organizing and leading pilgrimages to Canterbury Cathedral.
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Leigh Edwards attended Duke University as an 
undergraduate, and is currently a second-year 

MTS student at Duke Divinity School.

The Cathedral as seen through the windows of a Lodge bedroom
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